
DIAMOND VW 
AUTOSTRADA 
A simple conversion with sophisticated options 
by John Hunt 

! T h e p e o p l e w h o run the D i a m o n d f a c t o r y at Le igh ton B u z z a r d 
| en joy motor ing a s much a s m o t o r c a r a v a n n i n g a n d it is 
' t he re fo re not s u r p r i s i n g to f ind them c h o o s i n g the top of the 
: r a n g e V o l k s w a g e n a s the f i rm ' s d e m o n s t r a t o r . W e w e r e ve ry 

h a p p y to b o r r o w the latest mode l fo r a w e e k , h a v i n g e n j o y e d 
I las t y e a r our f irst e x p e r i e n c e of the 5 - s p e e d , 78 bhp w a t e r -

c c o l e d T r a n s p o r t e r . 
Las t y e a r ' s d e m o n s t r a t o r w a s the un ique A u t o c r u i s e r h igh 

c o n v e r s i o n ; the o n e wi th the little t o i l e t / s h o w e r 
: : - -:: ; -menf a n d twin s i ng ie b e d s . O u r latest test w a s of the 
e - - r • d i f ferent a n d m o r e conven t i ona l A u t o s t r a d a with a 
- ! s ' - g DOT but, a g a i n , w i th 5 g e a r s a n d 78 bhp . 

:e~zzs b e c a u s e it w a s run in, wi th s e v e r a l t housand mi les 
: _ —e o d o m e t e r , this w a s wi thout doub t the best V W w e h a v e 
—z-e ez > . A l l the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the d e s e r v e d l y p o p u l a r 
~z~z.e •••e-e there in a b u n d a n c e . A c c e l e r a t i o n w a s l ive ly , 

I s u s p e n s i o n sof t yet not s o g g y , r o a d h o l d i n g s u p e r b 
p a r i a r t y n o t i c e a b l e a f te r s t epp ing s t ra igh t out o f ou r 

: gge - E e ; : : - : c c a c h b u i l t ) , the r ide quiet - a n d top s p e e d 
: .z - • - = e ~ ' : o n a b l e . A f te r a b r ie f burst of " s e e i n g 

~ - ; " ; - e zz zzn ~z e . e r y t h i n g on the m o t o r w a y , I d e c i d e d 
" : £ r _ 5 ~z z ; - . ; - g s c e e d -^ore in k e e p i n g wi th my s e d a t e 

' |w i \ - a n d i n v a r i a b l y f ound the n e e d l e c r e e p i n g 

~ - : - : : - " ; . e - : e * c ! o r g d i s t a n c e , fast c ru i s ing 
- z z - z - : _ " " = " - = = ' " e .vheel w e r e a i d e d by a 
e z-iz z — ; ::= • : " " : _ .z . N — c o ~ m a n d i n g v i e w of the 

I f o o d , o n the c o m f o r t a b l e , a d j u s t a b l e , o r i g i n a l - e q u i p m e n t 
• z <i - zz?- >•£•"= r ~ • s . ~- : c ~ e " o m my w i f e , 

w h o o f f M M i n oaoe i n s p i l e o f the h igh c ru i s i ng 

Chocolate and vanilla paint and orange roof apron makes a pleasing 
combination when the roof is raised. 

U n l i k e m a n y o ther 5 - s p e e d g e a r b o x e s , the V W ' s top g e a r 
ra t io is v i r tua l l y the s a m e a s wi th the 4 - s p e e d box , i e it is not 
a n o v e r d r i v e . S o it f o l l o w s that the g e a r s a r e m o r e c l o s e l y 
s p a c e d . M y i m p r e s s i o n w a s that there w e r e two ' th i rd ' g e a r s , 
most usefu l ra t ios fo r town a n d minor r o a d mo to r ing . T h e 
h ighe r of those two g e a r s (fourth) a l s o p r o v i d e d r a p i d 
a c c e l e r a t i o n fo r o v e r t a k i n g . C o u p l e d wi th a f l e x i b l e motor a n d 
t r a n s m i s s i o n , third c o u l d be u s e d for eve ry th ing but s tar t ing -
a n d e v e n m a n a g e d that o n c e o r tw ice w h e n it w a s s e l e c t e d in 
m i s t a k e fo r f i rst . T h e u n u s u a l g a t e layou t , w i th r e v e r s e a n d f i rst 
in the left h a n d p l a n e , a g a i n s t a s p r i n g , c o n f u s e d me a t t imes 
w h e n I w a s n ' t concen t ra t i ng . A n d this p a r t i c u l a r box exh ib i ted 
o n e qu i r k s p a s m o d i c a l l y ( c o n f i r m e d by staf f at D i a m o n d R V ) in 
that s e c o n d s o m e t i m e s w a s n ' t t he re , be ing r e p l a c e d by four th . 
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E v e n s o , w h e n m o v i n g u p t h r o u g h t h e g e a r s , t h e o b l i g i n g 
m o t o r t o o k f i r s t - t o - f o u r t h w i t h o u t c o m p l a i n t . It i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
o b t a i n a c c u r a t e f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n f i g u r e s in j u s t o n e w e e k . 
U s i n g t h e t a n k f u l - t o - t a n k f u l m e t h o d , w e m a d e it 2 2 m p g . T h e 
o f f i c i a l D I N f i g u r e f o r t h i s v a n is 2 4 . 1 ( 2 5 . 9 f o r t h e 6 0 b h p 
v e r s i o n a n d 3 5 f o r t h e 5 0 b h p d i e s e l ) . A l i s t a i r W h i t m o r e o f 
D i a m o n d , w h o h a s p u t i n m o r e m i l e s o n t h i s s a m e v e h i c l e t h a n 
a n y o n e e l s e , r e c k o n s a w o r s t o f 2 5 , r i s i n g t o 2 8 o r s o o n l o n g e r 
r u n s - f i g u r e s c o n f i r m e d b y a f e w r e a d e r s w h o a r e o w n e r s . 

(I f i n d t h a t I o f t e n d o w o r s e o n f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n t h a n s o m e 
o t h e r s a n d t h e r e a s o n w a s b r o u g h t h o m e to m e w h e n d r i v i n g a 
C i t r o e n B X c a r r e c e n t l y . T h e ' e x c e s s i v e c o n s u m p t i o n ' l a m p 
c a m e o n t o o o f t e n , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t m y r i g h t f o o t i s h e a v y . ) 

The caravan 
T h e D i a m o n d p e o p l e , b r i m m i n g w i t h u n u s u a l i d e a s , r e c o g n i s e 
t h a t t h e r e is a s t e a d y d e m a n d f o r m o r e c o n v e n t i o n a l p r o d u c t s 
a n d t h e A u t o s t r a d a f i t s f i r m l y i n t o t h e l a t t e r c a t e g o r y . H o w e v e r , 
t h e r e a r e s o m a n y o p t i o n s l i s t e d t h a t e a c h c u s t o m e r i s o f f e r e d 
m a n y v a r i a t i o n s o n a b a s i c t h e m e a n d , i n a d d i t i o n , t h e 
c o n v e r t e r s a r e a l w a y s w i l l i n g to c o n s i d e r m o d i f i c a t i o n s 
r e q u e s t e d b y t h e b u y e r . 

T h e t e s t v e h i c l e c a r r i e d m a n y o f t h e l i s t e d e x t r a s a n d s o m e 
n o t l i s t e d , l i k e a t r i p o d s t a n d a l l o w i n g u s e o f a t a b l e o u t s i d e 
a n d a s u p e r b S h a r p r a d i o / c a s s e t t e p l a y e r w i t h a u t o m a t i c 
t u n i n g , f o u r s p e a k e r s a n d g r a p h i c e q u a l i s e r . T h e C B u n i t in a 
p o d a b o v e t h e w i n d s c r e e n r e m a i n e d f i r m l y s w i t c h e d o f f w h i l e 
t h e v e h i c l e w a s in m y p o s s e s s i o n . I d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d t h e j a r g o n 
bu t I g a t h e r s u c h a d e v i c e w o u l d b e i n v a l u a b l e i f o n e b r o k e 
d o w n in s o m e l o n e l y s p o t . 

R e a d e r s s h o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , c a r e f u l l y c h e c k t h e o p t i o n s l i s t , 
f o r n o t a l l t h e g o o d i e s m e n t i o n e d in t h i s r e p o r t a r e i n c l u d e d in 
t h e b a s e p r i c e . 

Roof and beds 
T h e s i d e - h i n g e d r i s i n g r o o f w a s s i m p l i c i t y i t s e l f t o p u t u p , w i t h 
t w o s u p e r i o r , s e l f - l o c k i n g e x t e r i o r c a t c h e s t o b e r e l e a s e d 
b e f o r e p u s h i n g it. T h e g a s - f i l l e d s t r u t s e a s e d t h e o p e r a t i o n a n d 
h e l d t h e r o o f f u l l y e x t e n d e d in a s t r o n g w i n d . T h e o r a n g e 
P l a s t o l e n e s i d e w a l l s w e r e n o t t r a p p e d w h e n l o w e r i n g . T h e 
G R P r o o f c a p w a s l i n e d i n t e r n a l l y w i t h a w a r m - f e e l i n g , l i g h t 
b r o w n c l o t h b u t t h e u n l i n e d a p r o n g a v e r i s e to s o m e 
c o n d e n s a t i o n , l e s s e n e d w h e n t h e w i n d - u p , f l y s c r e e n e d 
v e n t i l a t o r w a s o p e n e d . ( A n i n s u l a t e d a p r o n is n o w a v a i l a b l e to 
o r d e r . ) 

A l i n e d , h i g h t o p v e r s i o n i s a v a i l a b l e a t n o e x t r a c o s t a n d , if 
• n e 7 f t 4 i n h i g h r i s i n g - r o o f V o l k s w i l l n o t f i t t h e g a r a g e a n y w a y , 
' s a n o p t i o n w o r t h c o n s i d e r i n g . A b i t o f h e a d r o o m w o u l d b e 
o s t , b u t t h e c a r a v a n w o u l d b e m o r e c o s y in i n d i f f e r e n t 

. v e a t h e r . 

T h e r o o f h a s a p r o p e r b e d , b a s e d o n 4 - i n c h f o a m 
~ i a f t r e s s e s . T h e o n e in t h e d e m o n s t r a t o r w a s j u s t 5 f t 1 0 i n c h e s 
: n g b u t c a n b e m a d e a f u l l 6 f t i f r e q u i r e d . W h i l s t n o n e o f t h e 

: o l i g a t o r y V W r o o f b o w s h a d b e e n r e m o v e d , a c c e s s t o t h e 
. o p e r b e d is s i m p l i f i e d b y t h e b i g h o l e in t h e r o o f o f t h e c a b . 
- s a n a l t e r n a t i v e t o o n e b i g r o o f b e d , t h e m a t t r e s s s e c t i o n s 
~ c y b e s p l i t i n t o s e p a r a t e b e d s f o r t w o s m a l l c h i l d r e n , o n e 
E e e p i n g o v e r t h e c a b , t h e o t h e r a b o v e t h e e n g i n e d e c k . T h i s 
: - - a n g e m e n t p r e s e r v e s f u l l s t a n d i n g r o o m in t h e m o s t - u s e d 
: e ~ t r e o f t h e c a r a v a n . 

T h e l o w e r b e d is r a p i d l y m a d e r e a d y f o r u s e b y p u l l i n g 
a r d t h e b e n c h s e a t , r e c l i n i n g t h e b a c k r e s t t o m a t e w i t h t h e 

r ' g e c u s h i o n w h i c h l i v e s p e r m a n e n t l y o v e r t h e e n g i n e . T h e r e 
z-i n o a d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t i n g l e g s t o r e m e m b e r a n d t h e 
: c e - a t i o n t a k e s o n l y a f e w s e c o n d s . T h e h e a d o f t h e b e d f e e l s 
'-'.i- t h a n k s to a t h i c k l y p a d d e d p a n e l o n t h e l o w e r p a r t o f t h e 
z g c t e . A s p o t l i g h t i s p r o v i d e d f o r t h o s e w h o r e a d o r d r i n k in 

:iz .V i th b o t h b e d s in u s e , t h e k i t c h e n r e m a i n s a c c e s s i b l e a n d 
• ; " 5 : s a r e a s o n a b l e a m o u n t o f c l e a r s t a n d i n g s p a c e - m o r e i f 
- e ; c T i o n a l s w i v e l - a n d - s l i d e f i f t h s e a t i s n o t f i t t e d . 

v a c y a t n i g h t w a s o n l y b a r e l y a s s u r e d b y t h e c u r t a i n s in 
~ - r -=s? v e h i c l e . W h i l s t t h a t o v e r t h e k i t c h e n w a s j u s t f u l l 
f - : w e j u d g e d t h e o n e c o v e r i n g t h e t a i l g a t e w i n d o w to b e 
' - . : - n e a n , h a r d l y f i l l i n g t h e g a p . N e a r s i d e a n d c a b c u r t a i n s 

: i : _ T m o r e g e n e r o u s l y . A l l w e r e h e l d w i t h V e l c r o o r w i r e 
_ • • ; - e r s w h e r e n e c e s s a r y . 

Elite pack consists of ivory wheel discs, wide front grilles with four 
headlamps and matching bumpers with front spoiler. 

Diamond have found some space on the sloping fascia to provide a 
trough for maps or drink cans. 

View through side door with larger table in position and fifth seat in 
reversed position. 

Cab set for dining, with seats swivelled and table in place. Fifth seat is 
in left foreground. I 
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DIAMOND VW AUTOSTRADA 

Fifth seat in travel position. When slid to left and pushed forward, it Offside kitchen unit showing, L to R, Optimus cooker, sink with cover, 
makes a secure haven for a youngster. drainer and deep storage chest. 

Above kitchen: Zig unit, water pump switch, 12 volt and mains sockets Glass cooker cover needs silencing with tea towel. Sink cover also fits 
and Hot Box thermostat. Spot now replaced by fluorescent. drainer. Cutlery drawer is on right. 

Seating 
S t a n d a r d , fac to ry - f i t ted V W c a b s e a t s a r e e x c e l l e n t a n d , in the 
test v a n , w e r e c o v e r e d in a h e r r i n g - b o n e pa t te rned c lo th to 
match the rest of the upho ls te ry . Both sea t s a r e moun ted on 
s w i v e l s , fa i r l y s imp le to turn to f a c e the in ter io r o r the little 
t ab le w h i c h c a n be moun ted on a n i s l and leg b e t w e e n them. A 
l a r g e r t ab le h a s its o w n l e g , s e r v e s the r e a r b e n c h s e a t a n d 
o c c a s i o n a l , s l i d ing s e a t a m i d s h i p s . 

D u r i n g a demons t ra t i on run , I h a d the r a r e c h a n c e of r id ing 
on the r e a r b e n c h sea t wi th my w i f e . N o c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t 
e i ther , though I'll r e f r a i n f r o m ex to l l i ng the v i r tues of the o n e in 
f a v o u r of the other . T h e b e n c h w a s a m p l y w i d e e n o u g h for ou r 
- O " i n c o n s i d e r a b l e c o m b i n e d bu l k ; w e h a d a n exce l l en t a l l -
r o u n d v i e w a n d my p ry ing f i nge rs d i s c o v e r e d that the b a c k r e s t 
"c<e w a s immed ia te l y a d j u s t a b l e by o p e r a t i n g a s ing le l eve r a t 
"~e s ' d e of the s e a t . W h e n get t ing out, I w a s a little a l a r m e d to 
- ' s e c • e ' tnat there w a s no pos i t i ve f a s t e n i n g for e i ther b a s e or 
c c : < - e s i . O n e cou ld s imp l y lift the f o r m e r o r p r e s s on the top 
: ~ c ~ e " "o - a v e the w h o l e b e n c h ti l t ing b a c k w a r d s . S o I sat 
c - —e s e c - c ~ c t r ied to tip b a c k w a r d s , wi thout s u c c e s s . 
5 _ e s e c . e - " — c s r e v e a l e d that the b e n c h is r ock s t eady w h e n 
- - c e - c I c ~ c - c RV h a v e got the i r sums r ight, it s e e m s . T h e 
5 z ' z - - - ' - c ~ e ; ~ c - s ~ m a d e in their o w n w o r k s f r om 
s e e s ; - e e " . c e s s ~ c e 'r c o n c e p t , f au l t l ess in o p e r a t i o n . 

i* A . c e . c _ c - : : z~ A c ^ o s t r a d a , w e d e c i d e d , w e ' d do 
.-. — e : ~ - s e c " ' . : : ' - : — e ex t r a a m o u n t of c l e a r f l oo r 
= c c : e — c c e c c c c e "c c e . • . , c?h the s a c r i f i c e . L a r g e r 
: c ~ es ~ c -, z"e~-: se . - _ ~ - e c - o r w a r d , l o c a t e d in the 

ce~. - .ee- : : : s e e s " c c . c e s fo r a third p a s s e n g e r 
c ~ c = " " "~e s e c 5 c c : : ; s c e " ~z "~e e c s s e n g e r s e a t a n d 
: . ; - e : - ' . . - c ' . - . c c s - z ~ i z i z - e ~e j 'r w r v c h to p l a c e 
c f e e ~ c - c _ " c c~" c ••• " ~z c* c e ~z o ro j ec ted 

r o a d m a p in the n e w s h a p e V W , w e w e r e de l i gh ted to f ind that 
D i a m o n d h a v e p i n c h e d a bit of w a s t e d s p a c e on the f a s c i a to 
p r o v i d e a t rough w h i c h a c c o m m o d a t e d a n a t l a s h a p p i l y . It 
c o m e s wi th two r e c e s s e s for d r i n k s c a n s , in the best A m e r i c a n 
t rad i t ion . 

Kitchen 
C o n v e n t i o n a l but w e l l p l a n n e d - that s u m s up the k i t chen . 
S t re tch ing in a l ine a l o n g the o f f s i de , f r om beh ind the d r i v e r ' s 
s e a t to the w a r d r o b e at the r e a r , there a r e the n e w - l o o k 
O p t i m u s 8 3 4 8 e n a m e l l e d h o b wi th two b u r n e r s , gr i l l a n d 
ho tp la te ( a n d rat t l ing g l a s s c o v e r , s i l e n c e d by o n e of our t ea 
t o w e l s ) , ma tch ing s ink a n d s h a l l o w d r a i n e r wi th its o w n w a s t e 
out let, h i nged lid c o n c e a l i n g a b ig l o c k e r , d e e p e n o u g h for the 
ta l lest w i n e bott le. A w o o d e n c h o p p i n g b o a r d f o r m s a c o v e r 
fo r s ink o r d r a i n e r . T h e r e is a use fu l cu t le ry d r a w e r b e n e a t h the 
d r a i n e r . B e l o w a l l this a r e the E lec t ro lux 122 r e f r i g e r a t o r a n d a 
r e a s o n a b l e a m o u n t of s t o r a g e s p a c e , a m o n g s t w h i c h is the 
ven t i l a ted g a s bott le l o c k e r , l a r g e e n o u g h for a 10 lb C o l o r 
bott le - just a s w e l l , fo r it g i v e s the o w n e r the oppor tun i ty of 
c a r r y i n g the s i m i l a r - s i z e d C a l o r p r o p a n e in w in te r , w h e n the 
usua l bu tane might fa i l to v a p o r i s e . 

If the m o t o r c a r a v a n is to be used y e a r - r o u n d , the Hot Box 
b l o w n - a i r g a s h e a t e r is l is ted a m o n g the opt ions . W e r e v e l l e d 
in the o n e f i t ted to the d e m o n s t r a t o r . Ge t t i ng it g o i n g w a s 
m e r e l y a mat ter of push ing a sw i t ch , w h e n the f a n c a m e on a n d 
the g a s w a s ign i ted by a s p a r k p lug . O p e r a t i o n w a s ve ry qu ie t , 
w i th a i r fo r combus t i on d r a w n f rom a n d e x h a u s t e d to the 
ex te r io r . Cu r ren t d r a i n on the bat tery is on ly 2 a m p s w h e n the 
hea te r is runn ing a n d , wi th the thermos ta t set fo r a c o m f o r t a b l e 
a m b i e n t t e m p e r a t u r e of b e t w e e n 65 a n d 70 d e g r e e s F it w a s n ' t 
on a l l the t ime. Ou tpu t is 5 0 0 0 B T U s or 1.5 k w . If runn ing a l l the 
t ime, the m a k e r s s a y a 10 lb bott le of g a s w o u l d last 36 hours . 

T h i s is a hea te r I'd be h a p p y to l e a v e on ove rn igh t , w i th the 
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DIAMOND VW AUTOSTRADA 

Back bench seat is easily lifted to gain access to carpet-lined storage Bed-over-engine is comprised of three cushions which locate without 
space. Front grilles are tor heater. gaps. Wire strainers hold curtains to sidewalls. 

Roof bed has good headroom, 4 inch mattresses and wind-up Forward end of lined roof cap seen through centre opening. Both 
ventilator. Insulation now available. mattresses have been pushed to rear. 

thermostat set fairly low to conserve gas. 
Another extra fitted to this vehicle was a Paloma instant 

water heater, located behind the wardrobe above the engine 
deck, as in the Autocruiser. No ugly extraneous chimney is 
called for, the heater being ventilated through the redundant 
engine air-scoop at the rear of the window line (no longer 
needed because VWs are now water-cooled). The Paloma was 
easy to light and supplied hot or cold water to the sink v ia a 
mixer tap. Water ran fairly freely from the sink to the waste 
tank immediately below. 

Water is drawn from a 12 gallon underfloor tank, filled 
through a lockable orifice near the passenger's cab door. The 
waste tank is of similar size, on the offside of the vehicle. For 
year-round use, a winterisation package is avai lab le. This 
wraps all water pipes, insulates both fresh and waste tanks. In 
really cold weather, the Achilles heel might be the water 
"eater, for its internal pipes cannot, of course, be lagged. 
.Varmth from the engine when motoring and from the Hot Box 
.vhen camping should protect it but draining the system would 
seem a sensible precaution when the motorcaravan was out of 
n e . 

Electrics 
-oove the kitchen there is a Zig CF8 unit which incorporates 
" j r cartridge fuses, battery condition indicator lights, switches 
-Z' mains input, 12 volt supply and charging of auxi l iary 
rettery from mains or the car 's alternator. There are mains and 
" I v sockets. The second battery is placed beneath the cab 
rcssenger 's seat, when ordered. 

Lighting on the demonstrator was not generous, with one 
• -orescent in the roof, two spot lights in the caravan and a 
: : .rtesy lamp in the cab. Production models, we were assured, 
' z . e a fluorescent lamp above the kitchen. 

In contrast, exterior lighting was judged to be above 

standard, for this model had the Elite package with four 
headlamps in an eye-catching G R P front grille. The option 
includes those easy-clean wheel discs and a G R P wrap­
around bumpers front and rear. As original VW bumpers are 
left in place, the others are merely a beautifying skin, adding 
imperceptibly to the overall length of the Diamond. 

Storage 
Furniture consists of ivory coloured work tops surmounting 
light oak effect woodwork, well constructed, with extensive use 
of piano hinges on doors. In addition to the cutlery drawer, 
there are large cupboards to the rear of the refrigerator and a 
deep, white melamine-lined chest, top opening, forward of the 
wardrobe. I was glad to notice that the positioning of the 
kitchen unit al lowed a fair degree of rake to the backrest of the 
driver's seat. Smaller table and two table legs are clipped 
here, the larger table slotting in beneath the cupboard above 
the engine deck. This has a door which, when closed, latches 
into place and holds the table securely - but there is no stay to 
support the top-hinged door when opened. The occasional 
seat has a storage box beneath, accessible through a hinged 
f lap in one side. The rear bench, when lifted, reveals more 
space for clobber but no provision is made for carrying a 
chemical closet. 

Whilst there is a little room between the lowered roof and 
the bed beneath it, bedding will usually be carried over the 
engine, behind the bench seat. The wardrobe there offered 
storage for jacket-length garments on hangers. 

Inevitably, a rising roof conversion offers less storage 
space than a high top on the same vehicle but there are pros 
and cons for each. We liked the Autostrada, thought Diamond 
RV have made a sensible decision in keeping the basic price 
below £10 000, leaving the prospective owner to decide which 
of the many options he wants or can afford. 
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DIAMOND VW AUTOSTRADA 

On offside, 
refrigerator vent 
looks rather close to 
petrol filler - so turn 
off one before 
removing the other. 

Lockable water filler cap, below passenger's 
cab door. Funnel or hose needed for filling. 

Access to upper bed is one of the easiest, 
'hanks to the big hole cut in the cab roof. 

3 enty of space to remove rear engine cover. Optional Paloma water [> 
neater is accessible on right. 

Co lour s c h e m e 
E x - e r i o r wh i te with E l i te p a c k of c h o c o l a t e b r o w n f ront gr i l l e 

- : ; ' o o r a t i n g fou r h e a d l a m p s , m a t c h i n g w r a p - a r o u n d 
; _ ~ c e r s , s i l l s a n d roo f s i d e p a n e l s , wh i te w h e e l d i s c s . 

A l l upho ls te ry ( inc lud ing c a b seats ) in h e r r i n g b o n e 
; c v / i b r o w n c lo th . C u r t a i n s d e l i c a t e f l o r a l p a t t e r n , b l u e / p i n k 
o r f a w n b a c k g r o u n d . C a r p e t , p l a i n light b r o w n , c a r r i e d into 
: : c . ivory w o r k t o p s , l ight o a k w o o d w o r k . B r o w n e n a m e l l e d 
: o c < e r , s ink a n d d r a i n e r . Roof in ter ior l ined wi th l ight b r o w n 
z'o'r. O r a n g e P l a s to lene a p r o n . U p h o l s t e r y a n d c o l o u r s c a n 
ze • a ' i e d to suit cu s tomer ' s c h o i c e . 

I l i k e d : 
G e * - u p - a n d - g o p e r f o r m a n c e 
3 L V c ru i s i ng ot 70 mph 
C o ~ f i d e n c e - insp i r ing b r a k e s 
S ~ c c - r ide 
3 o " ~ : c d h o l d i n g 
~z •••erful h e a d l a m p s 
E - g c - c m i c a l l y co r rec t c a b 
s e a ' s 
- : : e s s o ie s p a r e w h e e l (in 
p a n a t f ront ) 
E a s y j a c k i n g 

: a o e. c o n v e n t i o n a l 

E a s y r o o f 
- - ; — ; - ' e s s o r u o o e r bed 
Zzz : : : e s ; ' : . c c e - zee 

D i m e n s i o n s 

F a s t e n e r s to p reven t g a p i n g 
cu r ta ins 
S w i v e l l i n g sea t s 
T w o t a b l e s 
S t o r a g e t rough on f a s c i a 
D e e p s t o r a g e in k i t chen 
Hot w a t e r 
Q u i e t s p a c e h e a t e r 
In su la ted p l u m b i n g sys tem 
E y e - c a t c h i n g ex te r i o r 

I w o u l d h a v e l i k e d : 
E a s i e r ga te in g e a r b o x 
Rest ra in t belts fo r r e a r 
p a s s e n g e r s 
Q u i e t e r s l id ing d o o r 
Fu l l e r cu r t a in a t r e a r 
R e f r i g e r a t o r vent fur ther f r o m 
fuel f i l l e r 

. - e i g h t 7ft 4 in ( 2 . 2 3 m ) , w id th 

- - - - " DOmm) f o a r 

I \/o mm) t o a m . 
zeez 550 x 3 3 0 x 

W a r d r o b e 34 in h a n g i n g he ight , 20 in w i d e , 13 in d e e p a v . 
(865 x 5 1 0 x 3 3 0 m m ) . 
T a b l e s 21 V2 x 29V2 a n d 2214 x 19V? in (545 x 7 5 0 a n d 5 7 0 x 
4 9 5 m m ) . 
Box b e n e a t h fifth sea t 13V2 x 1 5 x Vh in h igh (345 x 3 8 0 x 
190 m m ) . 

Spec i f i cat ion , veh i c l e 
S t a n d a r d : V W v a n wi th 1.9 l itre 60 bhp w a t e r - c o o l e d B o x e r 
e n g i n e a n d 4 s p e e d g e a r b o x . I n d e p e n d e n t s u s p e n s i o n a l l 
r ound wi th f ront ant i - ro l l b a r . R a c k a n d p ion ion s t ee r i ng . D u a l 
c i rcu i t b r a k e s , d i s c f ront , d r u m r e a r . 
O p t i o n s : 1.9 l i t re , 78 bhp e n g i n e ( £ 2 3 8 ) ; 5 s p e e d g e a r b o x 
( £ 2 0 0 ) ; a u t o m a t i c t r a n s m i s s i o n ( £ 7 4 4 ) ; 1.6 l i t re , 50 bhp d i e s e l 
e n g i n e ( £ 6 5 6 ) ; D i a m o n d El i te p a c k a g e ( £ 1 4 4 9 ) . 

Spec i f i cat ion , c a r a v a n 
D i a m o n d A u t o s t r a d a c o n v e r s i o n of V W v a n wi th r i s ing roof (or 
h igh top at no e x t r a cos t ) . T w o d o u b l e b e d s ; E l ec t ro lux 122 
g a s / 1 2 volt r e f r i g e r a t o r ; O p t i m u s ho tp la te , s ink a n d d r a i n e r ; 
12 g a l l o n u n d e r f l o o r w a t e r t a n k ; e l e c t r i c a l l y p u m p e d c o l d 
w a t e r s u p p l y ; 2 f l u o r e s c e n t , 1 spot , 1 cou r te sy l a m p s ; furn i ture 
a s d e s c r i b e d . 
O p t i o n s : Fifth s e a t ( sw i ve l a n d s l ide ) ( £ 1 5 1 ) ; hot w a t e r sys tem 
( £ 2 9 9 ) ; m a i n s e l e c t r i c a l p a c k a g e inc lud ing 3 - w a y r e f r i g e r a t o r , 
Z i g unit , s e c o n d bat te ry , 12v a n d 2 4 0 v out lets ( £ 2 9 0 ) ; Hot B o x 
b l o w n - a i r h e a t e r ( £ 3 8 6 ) ; d o u b l e g l a z i n g ( £ 5 4 4 ) ; w in te r i s i ng kit 
(£1 2 1 ) ; s l id ing w i n d o w s ( £ 7 3 ) ; l o u v r e w i n d o w s on n e a r s i d e 
( £ 9 1 ) ; 12 g a l w a s t e t ank ( £ 1 0 3 ) ; D i a m o n d 3 y e a r p rotec t ion 
p l a n ( £199 ) . 

Price 
At test d a t e , f r o m £ 9 9 9 7 p lus V W n a t i o n a l d e l i v e r y c h a r g e 
( £ 1 7 8 ) . 

All prices have been rounded. 

D i a m o n d A u t o s t r a d a 
C o n v e r t e d a n d s u p p l i e d fo r e v a l u a t i o n by D i a m o n d R V , Uni t 
2 6 , Y o u n g s Indust r ia l E s ta te , S t a n b r i d g e R o a d , Le ighton 
B u z z a r d , B e d f o r d s h i r e . 
Coming soon in MMM: How Diamonds are made. • 
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